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New Minnesota Safety Council video series reminds drivers to slow down, pay attention 
 
ST. PAUL, MINN. (April 15, 2021) -- Even as many Minnesotans stayed close to home, the pandemic 
year increased risk on the roads and led to an epidemic of excessive speed and more crash fatalities. In 
its new animated video series, the Minnesota Safety Council reminds drivers to slow down and pay 
attention, especially as warmer weather means more roadside work projects. 
 
“Beyond its direct heath impacts, a year of COVID-19 has sparked an epidemic of safety issues on our 
roadways, resulting in increased crashes and fatalities,” says Lisa Kons, Minnesota Safety Council 
Traffic Safety Programs manager.  
 
The statistics are startling. Even as many Minnesotans stayed close to home, the pandemic year 
increased risk on the roads and led to excessive speed – with an unprecedented number of drivers 
going 100 mph or more – and a related jump in crash fatalities. Minnesota’s hands-free cellphone law 
is nearing its second anniversary, but distracted driving remains a serious issue. Preliminary data for 
2020 shows distracted driving contributed to 5,580 crashes and 30 fatalities. Excess speed contributed 
to 120 fatalities, the most since 2008.  
 
Kons, who also serves as Minnesota Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS)state coordinator, 
says this is especially troubling with spring’s arrival, as roadside work crews will be out in force and at 
even greater risk due to excessive speed and distracted driving. Although initial reports show work 
zone crashes declined 9% for 2020 compared to the five-year baseline, fatalities increased 7% despite 
reduced traffic. 
 
“Our new video series reminds motorists that the power to keep themselves and others safe is literally 
in their hands each time they get behind the wheel,” she adds. The three videos address excessive 
speed, distracted driving and work zone safety. They were produced in partnership with Minnesota 
NETS and State Farm. 
 
Minnesota will mark 2021 Work Zone Safety Week April 26-30 with additional safety awareness 
activities.  
 
The Minnesota Safety Council is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preventing injuries on the 
road, at work, at home, and in the community. For more information, see 
www.minnesotasafetycouncil.org.  

 
NOTE TO EDITORS: 
Lisa Kons, Minnesota Safety Council Traffic Safety Programs manager, and Paul Aasen, Minnesota 
Safety Council president, are available for interviews. Contact Erin Petersen, 651-228-7314 
erin.petersen@minnesotasafetycouncil.org 
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